
GeoPlatform users have access to:

• A one-stop shopping delivering trusted, 

consistent data and services.

• Authoritative data to support informed 

decision making.

• Applications and services for 

governmental and nongovernmental use.

• A shared infrastructure that can host 

your data and applications.

• A focal point where governmental, 

academic, private, and public data can be 

visualized together to inform national 

and regional issues.

JOINING 
GEOPLATFORM

U.S. Census Bureau, 
Geography Division,
Federal Geographic 
Coordination Branch (FGCB)

Why should I join?

Browse GeoPlatform.gov data assets to find data of 
interest. Build a custom map. Upload your own 
data to the map. Share the map with others.

Ask Us
Census Bureau and the National 
Boundaries Group.

The Census Bureau is the Theme Lead 

Agency for the Governmental Units, 

Administrative and Statistical Boundaries 

Theme. The National Boundaries Group 

(NBG) and subgroups (Federal Lands 

Workgroup, Tribal Boundaries Workgroup) 

function as cross-agency workgroups with 

its primary co-leads from the Census Bureau 

and U.S. Geological Survey (USGS).  The NBG 

represents FGDC-recognized stakeholders 

from all levels of governmental, private 

industry, academic, and other professional 

organizations, and explores boundary issues 

that crosscut or are pertinent to multiple 

themes.  To join the Community Pages for 

the NBG and its subgroups, please contact 

representatives from the Census Bureau’s 

Geography Division who can answer your 

questions about the GeoPlatform or point 

you in the right direction.

Contact Us

Phone:  301-763-1056
Community Web Page Address: 
https://cms.geoplatform.gov/a16govunits-
home



How do I join?
1. Goto https://www.geoplatform.gov/.

2. Click on “Sign In” in upper right-hand 

corner.

3. Click on “Create new account”.

4. Enter your information into the User 

Registration Page and click “Submit”.

5. The “User created successfully.” 

message will appear.  Check your email 

for a verification message.

6. Return to 

https://www.geoplatform.gov/.

7. Click on “Sign In” in upper right-hand 

corner.

8. Select “Log In” and enter your username 

or e-mail and password.

9. From the drop down menu at the top of 

the geoplatform.gov page, select 

“Communities” .

10. To reach a community, a second sign-on 

is required.  Click on the “Sign In” in the 

upper right-hand corner.  Review and adjust 

your account settings as needed, then press 

“Save”.

11.  Select “Communities/Agencies” at the 

top of the geoplatform.gov page.

11.  Select “Governmental Units, and 

Administrative and Statistical Boundaries” 

in the A-16 National Geospatial Data Asset 

(NGDA) Theme Communities in the center-

left of the Communities and Agencies 

Pathway page.

11.  To join the NGDA Government Units 

Community, select “Request group 

membership” on the right-hand side of the 

page.

12.  Enter your justification to join the 

Government Units Community and click 

“Join”. 

13.  The administrator will review your 

request for membership and will respond to 

you with an email. 

14.  Log in again, if needed.  Return to the 

theme’s page by selecting 

“Communities/Agencies” at the top of the 

geoplatform.gov page.

15.  To reach a community, a second sign-on 

is required.  Click on the “Sign In” in the 

upper left-hand corner.  The “Sign In” icon 

will change to “My Account”.

16. Theme membership will give you access 

to all the theme’s workgroups.


